3

t Write: A

Paragraph

(Grades 1 - 4)

rReal-wWorldl
wWriting

that

students
understang

Published by

™

No parts of this publication may be stored in a retrieval system,

Kathryn Robinson

WriteMath Enterprises
2303 Marseille Ct. Suite 104
Valrico, FL 33596

(813) 657-3896

or transmitted, in any form, or by any means-elctronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise -
without prior written permission of the copyright owner.
Copyright © 1997, 2012 Kathryn Robinson

All rights reserved — Printed in the U.S.A.

© Kathryn Robinson

www.WriteMath.com

www.WriteMath.com



Contents

INErOAUCTION.......eiieiie e Y
AISTIC WITING. .. 2
Building Details With PICtUres............cccovviiiieeeeeiieee, 5
Picture Those DetailS............cooociiiiieiieeiiiieeee e, 11
BrainStorMiNg.......cc.eeeeeiiiiiiiee e e 16
(@81 (=10 (o] {4141 TR U URRRPR 18
PICtUre WINEING. ... 20
COMBDINALION. ... ..uiiiiiieeee e 22
Change That SUDJECt ........ooeeiiieee e, 28
Elaboration QUESLIONS.........ccvveeeeiieiiiiiireee e 31
Elaboration Pencils — ........ccooniiiiii e, 32
Let’s ElaDOrate .......ccoveeeeeiiiiieieee e 33
Are We Organized? ..o 35
Let’s Write a Paragraph  ......cooooeeei e 43
Lead SENEENCES.....cceiei i, 52
Concluding SENtENCES........cccueveiiiiie e 53
Flashlight EXPEriencCe .........coovvvveeeiiiiiiiecce e, 54
BUG MaNIa.........cccooiiiiiiiii e 63
Venn DIagram.........ccciuieeeeiiiiiie e et 74
Create-A-COOKIC. ..., 75
USE YOUI SENSES....uviiiiiiiiiiiiieee e et re e e e e e e 80
SKetChing IMagES.......ccvvvveiiiiie e, 87
PaINt-A-PICTUIE.......ieeeeeeee e 91
Candy GroUPING.......occcviieieeeee e et 95
More Main 1deas.........cccooveiieii e o8
Let’s WIIte MOFE.......ccuvveee e, 102
WIItINg REPOIS.......ovieeie i 107
Off-TOPIC? 27 e 109

© Kathryn Robinson www.WriteMath.com

iv



Building Details with Pictures

Objective: To use pictures as detail-builders

Comment: Young writers have difficulty creating details that support a main
idea. The use of pictures helps them understand the detail aspect of
the writing.

Grades: K-3

Supplies: page 9 or 10
magazine pictures
glue
paper

Time Frame: 4 writing lessons

Directions:

Day #1

1. Teacher discusses the idea of a topic or a main idea. Looking at the large
picture in the top box, class decides on the topic/main idea for all of the pictures.

(e.g. camping)
2. Students create a sentence about the large picture.

Kindergarten: Students tell a sentence about the large picture.
(e.g. “I love camping.”)

First Grade and up : Students write a sentence about the large picture.
(e.g. My family andI enjoy camping at Wid Adventure State Park.)
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My family andI enjoy camping at wild
Adventure State Park.

3. Students share sentences.
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Day #2:
1. Students discuss the picture in the first small box in relation to the larger picture.

(e.g. cooking marshmallow while camping.)
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2. Students create a sentence about the picture.

Kindergarten: Students tell a sentence..
(e.g. “I love to cook marshmallows when we go camping.”)

First Grade: Students write a sentence about the first small picture.
(e.g. After dinner, we roast marshmallows.)
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My family andI enjoy camping at wild
Adventure State Park. After dinner, we
roast marshmallows.

Second Grade and up: Students write a sentence about the first small picture.
Then they add two to three more sentences about this idea.

(e.g. After dinner, we cook marshmallows. My brother and I search for
long sticks to roast marshmallows. Then we hAold them over the hot fire
unti they are cooked, My brother likes them black, but I only cook them
until they are light brown andstill gooey on the inside)

3. Students share sentences.
© Kathryn Robinson 6



Day #3:
1. Students discuss the picture in the second small box in relation to the larger

picture. (e.g. telling stories at night while camping.) I~
)
ey
(e
K
<(Yr
>< &

2. Students create a sentence about the picture.

Kindergarten: Students tell a sentence.
(e.g. “We tell scary stories at night.”)

First Grade: Students write a sentence about the second small picture.
(e.g. Late at night, my brother andI telleach other very scary stories.)
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My family andI enjoy camping at wild
Adventure State Park. After dinner, we
roast marshmallows. Late at night, my

brother andl telleach other very scary
stories

Second Grade and up: Students write a sentence about the second small
picture. Then they add two to three sentences about this concept.

(e.g. Late at night, my brother andI telleach otherscary stories. We tell
stories about ghosts, monsters, and wild animals. One time my brother
told me a story about a wolf in the forest. It sounded so real that I
screamedbecause I thought I heardit out in the bushes.)

3. Students share sentences.
© Kathryn Robinson



Day #4:
1. Students write a concluding sentence about the topic/main idea. (See page 53)

Kindergarten: optional

First grade and up: e.g. Students might conclude with a suggestion
(See page 53) Camping is a great thing to do if you want to have a good time.
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My family andI enjoy camping at wild
Adventure State Park. After dinner, we

roast marshmallows. Late at night, my
brother andI telleach other very scary

stories. Campingis a great thingto do if
vouwantto have agoodtime.

2. Writers share their writing.
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Elaboration Questions

Objective: To elaborate an idea

Comment: Students need to develop self-questioning strategies to learn how to
elaborate their writing.

Grades: 1-5

Supplies: Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How pencils (See page 32)*

Any interesting object, such as a Teddy Bear, fishing pole, etc.

Time Frame: one writing lesson

* The pictures on the pencils relate to the pictures used in Just Write: A
Sentence Book

* | suggest making each of the teacher’s pencils 12 x 4” — or large enough for
the students to see the words on the pencils. | copy page 32 on poster-sized

paper.
Directions:

1. Show the object to the class and tell them that it’s one of your favorite toys (or
piece of fishing equipment, hobbies, etc.)

2. Hold up the Who pencil and tell the students to ask you a question about the
object beginning with the word “Who”. (e.g. “Who bought it for you?””)

3. After the suggestions, ask the students “Could | use that question while I’'m
writing to tell the reader about who bought me that teddy bear?”” They will
probably answer “Yes/Of course.” If they do not respond positively, suggest that
they could use this type of question to elaborate their writing.

4. Repeat #2 with the What pencil.

5. Repeat #3 with the Where, When, Why, and How pencils.

6. Repeat this activity frequently until the students understand that self-questioning

© Kathryn Robinson
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Let’s Elaborate

Objective: To use self-questioning techniques to elaborate writing

Comment: Students need to practice these self-questioning strategies repeatedly
in order to conduct them independently.

Grades: 1-5

Supplies: Picture of an animal or scene
Paper with Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How questions (See
page 34)
Groups of 2 — 3 students working in teams

Time Frame: 1-2 writing lessons

Directions:
1. Students observe a picture like:

2. Teacher models developing Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How questions
about the picture.

Who:  Who is the girl rollerblading?

What: What does she wear when she’s rollerblading?
Where: Where does she rollerblade?

When: When does she go rollerblading?

Why:  Why does she rollerblade?

How:  How does she rollerblade?

3. Teacher models writing a paragraph with sentences that are responses to the
questions.

Andread loves rollerblading. She usually rollerblades up

and down Bayshore Boulevard every afternoon around 3:00.

The first thing she always does is put on her helmet, knee

pads, and shin pads. Rollerblading is good exercise and

keeps her hedalthy. Andrea especidlly enjoys starting out

slowly to warm up her muscles, then increasing speed until

the wind whips through her hair and she feels revived,
Rollerblading is her favorite sport,

4. Students repeat the activity with page 34.
© Kathryn Robinson 33



Name: Date:

Elaborate...

Directions: Write a question about the picture beginning with each word below:

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How?

Directions: Create a paragraph by responding to the questions above:
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